EDITOR’S MISCELLANY 

*¥* 

Extracts from an address by Dr. Roswell Park to the nurses of 
the Buffalo General Hospital: 

“ The most successful physicians are those who have the best busi¬ 
ness habits; let this be said also of yourselves. You no more want to 
work, as you have to, for those who are able to pay but won’t than we do. 
A physician or a nurse who gives time and services to the poor without 
thought of return shows a trait of true nobility, but he or she who per¬ 
mits himself or herself to be swindled by a designing patient shows a 
lack of sagacity or business prudence which is lamentable. When, there¬ 
fore, you have a pay patient, work upon a business basis; let there be 
no uncertainty as to tlie time when your services, and consequently your 
pay, commence; let the rate per day or week be definitely arranged; if 
you are to serve with others, let each one’s duty be clearly defined; if 
travelling expenses are to be paid, have it understood who is to pay 
them. When preliminaries are thus arranged upon an honorable and 
satisfactory basis you leave the household with regret, having won the 
esteem of the family. 

“ Many trying questions, difficult or impossible to answer, will be 
given you. Some will tax your ability, some will for the time being 
destroy your composure, and some will provoke more than a smile. You 
will be asked, for example, whether Dr. A. is not a great deal better 
for children than Dr., B.; whether Dr. C. ‘ always talks’ that way to 
everybody; whether Dr. D. ever had another case just like this one, or 
if it is really true that Dr. E. is smoking too much. You will be ex¬ 
pected to state why it was that Mrs. K. couldn’t get on with that last 
nurse she had; why Mrs. L. didn’t change doctors before her second 
child was taken so sick; whether it is really true that they experiment 
on patients at the hospitals; whether it will prevent hydrophobia if the 
dog that bit the little boy be killed right away before the boy shows any 
symptoms; whether a horsehair left in the water really does become a 
snake. All these and many other equally irrational or nonsensical ques¬ 
tions will be put to you in serious earnestness by people who ought to 
know better than to ask them, and you will be expected to answer in 
good faith or weaken the questioner’s confidence in your ability. If 
there be anyone who sees more of the foolish and unreasoning side of 
human nature than a doctor, it is a nurse. If I seem to draw many 
parallels between your work or observations and ours, it is simply be¬ 
lli 



113 The American Journal of Nursing 

cause our pathways lie side by side and because I talk to you of what 
1 have seen and heard. 

“ Unpleasant and disconcerting as such idle talk may be, it must 
find its compensation in the many warm friends you make, in the many 
kind words you shall hear, and in the many glimpses into warm and 
generous human natures which such opportunities as yours afford. 

“ I have endeavored to remind you of what has been accomplished 
by your sex, and here venture to hope that if chance or fate should ever 
place any of you in similar positions you may so acquit yourselves that 
the world shall be as proud of you as we shall. Opportunities of such 
magnitude are offered to very few in any walk of life; ten times equipped 
for ordinary work is the man or woman who rises equal to occasions of 
such grandeur. Not twenty in a thousand can thus demonstrate their 
superiority. May you all be enrolled among the twenty. 


Extracts from an address of Dr. C. C. Rinehart to the graduating 
class of the Homoeopathic Hospital, Pittsburg: 

“ To-night you enter upon your world-work, for which your course 
in the hospital has been the preparation. 

“ Do not be satisfied with anything short of being the best you can. 
Emerson says, Hitch your wagon to a star. Fix your mind on what 
the perfect nurse should be, and make every endeavor to become as near 
that ideal as possible. 

“ Remember that whatever is worth doing at all is worth doing 
well.’ Be dutiful, tactful, patient, observing, and conscientious in per¬ 
forming every duty devolving upon you.” 


“ Do not be discouraged by the ungratefulness of patients. Grati¬ 
tude rapidly diminishes as the patient approaches recovery in many 
cases. 

“ Remember that as much or more depends upon you as upon 
the physician, and your fidelity, patience, and endurance may win the 
day in your battle against disease. 

“ Keep up with the times, treasuring up everything of value to 
you in your profession to be intelligently used when occasion demands. 
‘ In an art preservative of human life ignorance is not a fault, it is a 
crime. 

“ That you should receive a proper recompense for your labor is 
right and proper, but this should not be the whole or even the major 
idea involved. One should have a much higher motive in a calling such 
as this that you have chosen. 
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” It is true that Tlie laborer is worthy of liis hire, but there are 
some professions that should be above the sordid recompense of labor. 
Money cannot pay for the labor of love. 

“ In the ministry of the tiospel we should be loath to think any 
man had entered it for position or simply as a means of making a living. 
To carry the Gospel message means more than a monetary recompense. 
It is a calling. 

“ \\ hen we enter the Held of medicine there is something much 
greater than the dollar that may become ours as a result of our labor. 
It is a calling. When you became nurses had you no higher thought 
than that it was a means of making a living you have wasted precious 
time, vou are unfitted for vour chosen career. It is a calling. 

“ The blessed opportunities for doing good that will come to each 
one of you, if properly used, will make you a blessing to the world and 
a benison in the sickroom. To this end you should cultivate all the 
womanly graces, kindliness, gentleness, humanity, tenderness, tactful¬ 
ness, and, above all, Christian character.’’ 

“ Through all the ages those who have been led by the Spirit of God 
have been inspired to do merciful works, the most merciful of which 
is to kindly care for those unable to care for themselves. For this pur¬ 
pose hospitals are established, physicians are called, and nurses provided. 

“ When dread-visaged war between nations has been proclaimed, 
and preparations for carnage and destruction are under way, with equal 
readiness the Angel of Mercy unfolds her wings, Red Cross Commissions 
send their physicians and nurses to the field of battle, that their gentle 
ministrations may win back the vital spark to friend and foe alike. 
Think you it is the pay attached to the position that causes these gentle 
women to endure the hardships and witness the suffering incident to the 
battlefield ? 

“ The zeal displayed, the tenderness manifested, the privations en¬ 
dured, the constant, unwearied labor performed, the long days and sleep¬ 
less nights passed in the service of the wounded and dying, are sufficient 
answer.” 


Ax Appreciation. —Strange, that with all the credit given to 
humanity for helpful deeds and helpful lives, so little is ever said in the 
public press in praise of that unique gift of modern Christian civiliza¬ 
tion, the trained nurse. She is a distinct product of the very best fruit¬ 
age of all that is noblest and best in the efforts of Christianity to care 
for man in his most serious needs. For her work she is trained and pre- 



